
MINUTES IACS International Association for Cognitive Semiotics  
Board Meeting, Thursday June 25, 2026, 13:00-14:00 CET, online 

Checked by Jordan Zlatev and Carlos Guzmán 

Present 

Jordan Zlatev (Lund University), Carlos Guzmán (Universidad del Valle), Paul Sambre 
(University of Leuven), Filomena Diodato (Sapienza University of Rome), Jamin Pelkey 
(Toronto Metropolitan University), Todd Oakley (Case Western Reserve University, as past 
Secretary, without vote, joins discussion until point 9) Daiya Kuryu (University of Leuven), 
Alexandra Mouratidou (Maria Curie-Skłodowska University), Piotr Konderak (Maria Curie-
Skłodowska University, as future conference organizer, joins in explicitly after 9) 

1. Electing meeting chair 

Jordan Zlatev is appointed as meeting chair. 

2. Electing minutes keeper 

Paul Sambre will keep minutes. 

3. Electing minutes checker  

Jordan Zlatev and Carlos Guzmán as vice-president will check minutes draft. 

4. Minutes from General Assembly at IACS-6 

The Minutes are discussed and approved unanimously.  
They can now be found online at following IACS link. 

5. Formally deciding on the roles new 2026-2028 IACS board (now uploaded on the 
website by the PR-officer) 

a. President: Jordan Zlatev (elected on June 6, during the General Assembly) 

b. Treasurer: Filomena Diodato 

c. Vice-president: Carlos Guzmán 

d. Past president ex officio board member: Jamin Pelkey 

e. Secretary: Paul Sambre 

f. PR officer: Daiya Kuryu 

g. Board member: Alexandra Mouratidou 

h. Board member and Conference Organiser IACS-7-2028: Piotr Konderak 

https://www.iacs.dk/theboard.html


6. Short report from the Treasurer on the current finances 

About 1200 EUR on balance. Several students scholarship from 50 to 400 EUR. An overview 
of those students is registered in Excel Sheet kept by the Treasurer. After check by 
Treasurer confirmation is given of payment of all IACS members. 

7. Steps and formal transitions  

a. Website: Treasurer paid for hosting website. New PR officer has experience with 
HTML and may contact Jamin Pelkey for occasional requests about it. Website 
may need some updates. 

b. Domain: under one.com. Domain name switch has been done.  
To do-treasurer: Payment needed for domain registration. 

c. Member list was shared between Todd Oakley, past Secretary to Paul Sambre.  
To do-past/present secretary: online meeting in August to discuss details. 

8. New ways of extending IACS 

a. Social media:  

i. IACS is on Facebook and X, examine possibility Bluesky 
To do-PR officer: transition towards Bluesky.  

ii. Discussion about short videos with interviews by young PhD students or 
questions about cognitive semiotic topics. Set up YouTube channel for 
PR. Upload future cognitive semiotics in YouTube in playlist. 

b. Developing the website: postdoc positions (as one offered by Elena Clare 
Cuffari) will be announced on the website without separate section, for the time 
being. If there are more of these, we may add a new item “Job Opening”. 

c. Seminars: IACS will further develop regular online seminars, such as those given 
from Lund on most Thursdays. 

13:30 Todd Oakley as past secretary leaves the meeting, The new IACS board wishes to 
reiterate its thanks to all outgoing members, conveying its most sincere appreciation for 
the exceptional work they have provided. 

9. Approval next conference 

There were two interesting bids for the next IACS-7 conference by Cluj and Lublin. 

During the IACS-6 meeting preference was given to Lublin, due to factors such as greater 
experience with past conferences and projected lower conference fees. The new board 



unanimously confirms the Lublin bid based on their past successful IACS conference 
organization and expertise.  

10. Discussion IACS-7 

Piotr Konderak joins the meeting as future IACS conference organizer. 

The board wishes to gradually extend activities and therefore explicitly thanks both bids for 
their detailed and inspiring ideas and insights. A good compromise in this sense is the 
organization of a mid-term limited event the odd years, to be held in Cluj 2027, a proposal 
positively received by the Romanian colleagues. Even years as a consequence are 
maintained for major biannual IACS conferences. There is no overlap with potential other 
conferences in the field. 

10. Discussion on format and timing of “mid-term” event,  
to be held in Cluj, Romania in 2027 

● 2.5-day event recommended, potentially 9-11 Sept 2027,  
either starting late on Thursday, or finishing early on Saturday, for facilitating 
postconference return  

● name of event should be “IACS Symposium 2027”  
● Theme to be proposed by local organizers 
● max. 3 plenaries, to be decided by organizers 
● strong preference for one single session, small-scale event. (Poster session if there are 

more accepted papers) 
● could include young researcher event, possibly with more online attendance, with 

invited discussant providing feedback  
o Think about original name, topic to be chosen by  
o To do-president: President  will contact organizes and inform of this, IACS 

symposium organizers will be invited to present their plans during next board 
meeting. 

11. Preliminary plans for IACS-7 in Lublin, Poland. Any changes, compared to previous 
events 

a. Piotr Konderak as future organizer confirms all promises as director of institute 
as member of board of institute, will apply for co-financing.  

b. Potential dates: provisional second half of Sept 2028, August-September best 
option, more realistic than June. August option for Sweden, September for 
Poland since students may participate, mid September good option for US. to be 
discussed. 

c. Polish organizers will have brainstorm about potential conference theme. 



12. Varia 

a. Reflection is going on about CIVIS network (of which Sapienza and Charles Univ 
Prague are member, but not Lund nor Leuven), but affiliations of universities in 
that alliance and external partners needs to be clarified. Filomena Diodato and 
Paul Sambre try to get more information. 

b. Another option for pedagogical cognitive semiotics experience to be included in 
IACS is the BIP, which stands for Blended Intensive Programme. It is a short-term 
Erasmus+ student exchange format designed to offer flexible, international 
learning experiences. BIPs combine a mandatory period of collaborative online 
learning with a short, in-person physical exchange. 

13. Next board meeting 

a. Summer break until September.  

b. In the meantime president will liaison with symposium organizers, who will be 
invited to present their ideas in board meeting. 

c. To do: Board meeting to be planned October by president.  


