IACS Meeting, April 1st, 2026

IACS Meeting Draft Minutes

The meeting began at 9:00 am EST; 3:00 pm CET via Zoom

Board members present: Jamin Pelkey (President), Elena Cuffari (Vice President). Esther Pascual (Past
President); Filomena Diodato (Incoming Treasurer; Conference Organizer); Todd Oakley (Secretary)

Not present: Alin Oteanu (Outgoing Treasurer); Auli Viidalepp (PR Officer); Marta Sibierska (Member)

Minute taker: Todd Oakley
Minute checkers: Jamin Pelkey; Esther Pascual

I. Approving and Assigning Minutes
The minutes for 18 December 2026 were approved.
III. Officer Reports

1. Secretary: Todd reports that a handful of members were processed. This is commonplace in years
between conferences.

2. PR Officer: No report

3. Cognitive Semiotics Journal: The journal continues to receive submissions at a regular pace. The
journal could use more submissions.

IV. Treasurer Transition

On Alin’s resignation as Treasurer, Filomena was chosen as Acting Treasurer. Jamin introduced a motion
that the board proposes to recommend that Filomena formally take over as Treasurer by a vote at General
Assembly meeting at [ACS-6. Todd seconded the motioned; all were in favor. The motion passed.

After a brief discussion of membership and conference fees, Jamin introduced the motion to change the
change the membership and conference fees to bring them in line with several universities expectations
for an acceptable discount rate. The proposal was to raise the membership fee from €50 for senior
members to €60 and €30 junior members, and non-member conference fees from €260 to €270 for senior
members. The board decided to maintain the €160 conference fee for junior non-members. Todd seconded
the motion; all were in favor. The motion passed.

IV. New Non-Profit Status in Italy

Filomena Diodato reported that IACS has been officially registered as a non-profit entity in Italy. The fee
for the registering the organization was €248, and it will be reimbursed by the organization.

VI. New Bank Account

Filomena reported that the organization now has its own bank account. Maintaining the account will cost
€6.50 a month + €25 each quarter. The yearly cost of the account will be €178.00. The treasurer and board
members need to keep these expenses in mind when budgeting for the society’s activities.
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The new bank account information is as follows:

Conto Business Insieme

Piazza Paolo Ferrari, 10 - 20121 Milano Italy
IBAN: IT39Z0306909606100000416405
BIC/SWIFT: BCITITMM

The board expressed appreciation for Filomena’s efforts.

VII. Conference and Membership Fees

There was discussion regarding how to collect the conference and membership fees. There are plans to
allow credit card payments via Paypal or other means.

After the meeting, Filomena consulted with the private society running the conference. The organizers
and the society have agreed on the following plan:

1. Participants will receive a Google Form in which they will be asked to provide all the information
necessary for issuing the fiscal receipt, as well as other important details for the event (IACS
membership status, dietary preferences such as gluten-free, vegetarian, etc.).

2. The registration fee can be paid by bank transfer (the preferred option within the EU) or via PayPal.
For credit card payments, participants will need to contact the company directly, which will provide a
temporary payment link.

3. TACS membership, ideally, will be completed at the same time, either via bank transfer or PayPal, by
accessing the IACS website.

VIII. Abstract Review and Scheduling

Filomena reported the following regarding submitted proposals afterabstract review by the organizing
committee and scientific committee:

e 10 panels all accepted (for a total of 53 panel participants);

e 68 additional individual proposals accepted (6 strong accept, 45 accept, 17 accept with minor
revisions);

e 22 proposals rejected;

e 10 pending a second review.

Filomena reports that in addition to the panels, IACS should expect approximately 75-78 individual
presentations. She registered some concern about having to schedule up to 6 parallel sessions, which may
significantly disperse attendance in sessions. Panels will likely attract larger audiences, while concurrent
sessions risk being sparsely attended. Any suggestions on this matter would be most welcome.

One possible solution could be to integrate panels with fewer than 6 participants with 1-2 individual papers on
related topics, to maintain stronger thematic cohesion. Another is not scheduling any panels on Saturday
morning.

Jamin asked about the possibility of poster presentations for those whose abstracts were not accepted but
near acceptable quality following revision. There was a consensus that one or two poster sessions would
be optimal.



IACS Meeting, April 1st, 2026

IX. Plenary Roundtables

Jamin noted that we are in the preliminary planning stages of a memorial roundtable discussion of the life
and work of Kristian Tylén (Aarhus University) and Irene Mittelberg (Aachen University), both of whom
passed away recently.

There is also an roundtable event planned for the publication of G6éran Sonesson’s Semiotic
Investigations: From Meaning to Pictures and Communication

XI. General Assembly Preparation

The board agrees that holding the General Assembly meeting on Friday at 19:00, two hours before the
dinner (21:00) is optimal. On the agenda will be the following items:

1. Vote to appoint Filomena as Founding Treasurer for IACS as a non-profit organization

2. Officer elections, including president (as Jamin is term limited out of the office)

3. A discussion and vote on the site for IACS 7 in 2028.

XII. Call for Proposals for IACS-7 (2028)

Piotr Konderak of Maria Curie-Sklodowska University in Lublin, Poland, has expressed interest in
hosting IACS-7. The board plans to issue a formal call for proposals to the members very soon. Jamin
will draft a proposal for IACS-7; Todd will send it out to the membership.

XIII. Other Business

There being no other business, the meeting was adjourned.



